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9 
 

We Believe Jesus is coming Back1 
 

"Then will appear in heaven the sign of the Son of Man, and then 
all the tribes of the earth will mourn, and they will see the Son of Man 

coming on the clouds of heaven with power and great glory. And he will 
send out his angels with a loud trumpet call, and they will gather his 

elect from the four winds, from one end of heaven to the other.” 
2
 

- Jesus 

Introduction 

When I was growing up we often took trips to Santa 

Fe, New Mexico to visit friends there.  I enjoyed taking 

hikes into the wilderness and one day I decided I would 

walk to a distant hill top.  There was a hill nearby that I 

could see the top of and beyond that was the top of the next 

hill that I saw as my destination.  I imagined nothing but a 

short shallow valley perhaps even a gentle upward slope in 

between. As I began the trek and reached the top of the first 

hill I looked down and discovered a far deeper valley than 

expected and another hill between the first and the second. 

Because of the angle of vision from the bottom of the first 

hill of course I had been unable to see the second. When I 

got to the second I discovered there was a third hill 

between it and my goal.  Plus the valleys in between the 

hilltops were much wider than I had anticipated.  

Looking forward through the insight God gave the 

saints of the Old Testament may have been a little bit like 

looking across those hills in the southwest U.S.  They were 

told the high points of what Jesus was going to do and they 

looked forward with great anticipation toward the culmi-

nating time when God’s Kingdom would reign completely 

in a new heaven and a new earth. But there were many 

intervening years and events of which they were not told 

                                                             
1
. The second coming of the Lord Jesus Christ is imminent and will be personal, visible, 

and premillennial. This is the believer’s blessed hope and is a vital truth which is an 
incentive to holy living and faithful service.(34)  See Item #  11 in the C&MA Statement of Faith. 

 

2 Matthew 24:30-31 ESV 
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and could not foresee. The fact that Jesus would come as a 

suffering servant seems not to have registered with many 

even in Jesus time.  Those who did seem to understand this, 

thought that these appearances would be not two but one. 

Jesus made it clear to his disciples that one day he 

would return. But he did not say exactly when that day 

would be. The early disciples did not comprehend that 

thousands of years would pass between Jesus first coming 

and his return.   

Because we too are seeing only high points that God 

has chosen to reveal in his word our ability to foresee the 

future is also limited.  Therefore, this is another area about 

which there has been significant controversy within the 

body of Christ.  While evangelicals agree that Jesus is 

coming back, there has been much disagreement as to the 

sequence of events preceding or surrounding his return.  

The study of Christ’s return is called eschatology.  

This is from the Greek word eschatos which means “last.”  

So the study of eschatology is the study of “last things.”  

Here we seek to provide a basic description of what we 

believe regarding the last things that will take place at the 

end of this age as well as some basic information regarding 

the most commonly held views on this matter.   
 

We Believe Jesus Christ will Return 
The Apostles Creed affirms that, “He ascended into 

heaven, and sits at the right hand of God the Father 

Almighty:  From thence he shall come to judge the quick 

and the dead.” This is based on passages where the Lord 

told us that his return will be personal and visible. “And 

then they will see the Son of Man coming in a cloud with 

power and great glory.” (Luke 21:27)   

There are several other verses in the Bible indicating 

that Jesus return will be physical and apparent to all.  

“Behold, he is coming with the clouds, and every eye will 

see him, even those who pierced him, and all tribes of the 

earth will wail on account of him.”  (Revelation 1:7 ESV)    
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Jesus stated: “For as the lightning comes from the east 

and shines as far as the west, so will be the coming of the 

Son of Man.” (Matthew 24:27 ESV)   

Predictions of Christ’s visible return are not limited to 

the New Testament.  Prophecies which were not fulfilled in 

the first appearance of Christ will have their completion in 

His next appearance. As in Psalm fifty where the actions of 

the Lord correspond with other biblical descriptions of 

Jesus second appearance: “Our God comes; he does not 

keep silence; before him is a devouring fire, around him a 

mighty tempest. He calls to the heavens above and to the 

earth, that he may judge his people: ‘Gather to me my 

faithful ones, who made a covenant with me by sacrifice!’ 

The heavens declare his righteousness, for God himself 

is judge!” (Psalm 50:3-6 ESV)  And also through Daniel:  “I 

saw in the night visions,  and behold, with the clouds of 

heaven  there came one like a son of man, and he came to 

the Ancient of Days and was presented before him. And to 

him was given dominion and glory and a kingdom, that all 

peoples, nations, and languages should serve him; his 

dominion is an everlasting dominion, which shall not pass 

away, and his kingdom one that shall not be destroyed.”   
(Daniel 7:13-14 ESV) 

Again in the New Testament 1 Thessalonians says:  

“For since we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even 

so, through Jesus, God will bring with him those who have 

fallen asleep... For the Lord himself will descend from 

heaven with a cry of command, with the voice of an 

archangel, and with the sound of the trumpet of God.”  
(1 Thessalonians 4:14, 16a ESV) 

His return will also be audible:  “And he will send out 

his angels with a loud trumpet call, and they will gather his 

elect from the four winds, from one end of heaven to the 

other.”  (Matthew 24:31 ESV)  

Also, as the angels said to the disciples at his 

ascension:  “And while they were gazing into heaven as he 

went, behold, two men stood by them in white robes, and 
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said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking into 

heaven? This Jesus, who was taken up from you into 

heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into 

heaven.”  (Acts 1:10-11 ESV) We have the certain hope that 

our Savior Jesus Christ will personally appear. At the 

ascension the angels declared to the disciples, "This Jesus . 

. . will come in the same way as you saw him go into 

heaven."  (Acts 1:11).  

 They were saying the same personal, flesh, blood and 

bones Jesus who had just left them, not some spirit entity  

one day would return to earth.  His Second Coming would 

be literal and personal as was His departure. 

 

We Look Forward to the Millennium  
There are three major views regarding the Millennium. 

They are the Pre-millennial, the A-millennial, and the Post-

millennial interpretations.  In order to understand the terms 

used to describe what we believe it is helpful to explain 

what those terms mean as the relate to terms used by the 

other views.  

Before we proceed it is important to establish that there 

are good Christian people with whom we would agree on 

all other issues who hold to a different view from us on end 

time events. I have known Bible scholars with whom I 

agreed on all the major issues except this one. We are 

unwise to allow divisions to develop among those who love 

Christ over issues that the best scholars have had difficulty 

understanding.  It is precisely because these things are hard 

to understand that much controversy has developed.    

It is a major tenet of Evangelical understanding that the 

Bible predicts Jesus visible bodily return bodily to this 

world at the end of the age to establish his kingdom.  The 

issue is how to interpret that which we have been given 

regarding the timing of this event in correlation to other 

things that the Bible says in relation to it.  
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For instance let us first consider the post-millennial 

view.  This view says that “the kingdom of God is now 

being extended in the world through the preaching of the 

gospel and the saving work of the Holy Spirit in the hearts 

of individuals, and that the world eventually is to be 

Christianized and that the return of Christ is to occur at the 

close of a long period of righteousness and peace 

commonly called the millennium.”
3
  Again, this is what is 

commonly called the Post-millennial position.  Meaning in 

other words that Jesus will return after the millennium to 

essentially become king over what man has accomplished 

through application of Jesus teaching. When society is thus 

transformed Christ will return in person. 

There are several challenges with this positon.  Here 

we will mention two.  

The foremost challenge is that it has little if any scriptural 

support. Instead, it depends much on spiritualizing and 

denying the literal understanding of several significant 

passages pertaining to Christ’s return.   

The second challenge is that this predicts that the 

world will get better and better through man’s efforts until 

the time when Christ appears. Thus this interpretation 

ignores the very words of Christ which state that things will 

not be getting better and better prior to his return, but 

rather:  “As he sat on the Mount of Olives, the disciples 

came to him privately, saying, “Tell us, when will these 

things be, and what will be the sign of your coming and of 

the end of the age?” And Jesus answered them, “See that no 

one leads you astray. For many will come in my name, 

saying, ‘I am the Christ,’ and they will lead many astray. 

And you will hear of wars and rumors of wars. See that you 

are not alarmed, for this must take place, but the end is not 

yet. For nation will rise against nation, and kingdom 

against kingdom, and there will be famines and earthquakes 

                                                             
3 Lorraine Boettner in  The Meaning of the Millennium: Four Views,  edited by Robert 

Clouse.  IVP, Downers Grove, IL, 1977,  p. 117 
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in various places. All these are but the beginning of the 

birth pains.  (Matthew 24:3-8 ESV)  

Merely looking around at world it would take a 

deluded perspective to conclude that things are getting 

better and better all the time. This has especially been 

evident since the Great War (WW I) when the post-

millennial view fell greatly out of favor.  

Another perspective is the A-millennial interpretation. 

This view understands the millennium to be taking place 

invisibly in heaven at the present time.  Jesus reigns in the 

hearts of believers on earth and in heaven, but there is no 

other visible evidence of the kingdom. The following 

diagram serves to illustrate this perspective.                         

 The problem with this view is that it must take many 

of the biblical passages already mentioned above that 

describe a tangible kingdom in the future as merely 

symbolic.  It is hard to understand why Jesus would have 

told of a coming kingdom if those on earth were never 

going to experience that kingdom on earth. 

The Pre-millennial view believes that the time in 

which we presently live is prelude to the full realization of 

the kingdom.  Toward the end of this time there will be a 

literal period of seven years during which the earth will 

experience a time of Great Tribulation.  It is believed that 

sometime before, during, or toward the end of this seven 

years, prior to the pouring out of God’s wrath upon the 

rebellious world, the church will be taken up to meet (Gk. 

ap-pan-tiece) the Lord in the air (be raptured) and return 

with him victorious.  Then after all of this will come the 

Millennium when Christ will reign on the earth for 1000 

years.   

To summarize:  There are three basic views of the 

timing and nature of the millennium.  They are Pre-

millennial, Post-millennial, and A-millennial.  Those who 

hold to the Pre-millennial view believe that the millennium 

will be a tangible experience in the presence of a visible 

Christ.  The A-millennial view which says there will be no 
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visible earthly kingdom.  And the Post-millennial view 

which says that Christ will return as the end of a 

millennium of peace and goodness brought about through 

human effort.   
 

Christ’s Return is Imminent   

Christians have consistently understood verses such as 

this: “Yet a little while, and the coming one will come and 

will not delay;”   (Hebrews 10:37 ESV) To indicate that Christ is 

coming soon, and he could appear at any time. The early 

church believed that Jesus would return within their life 

time which has been the perspective of  believers through-

out history.   

Numerous people have also attempted to predict the 

time of Jesus return.  Over and again they have been 

wrong. And so Jesus warned: “if anyone says to you, 

‘Look, here is the Christ!’ or ‘There he is!’ do not believe 

it. For false christs and false prophets will arise and 

perform great signs and wonders, so as to lead astray, if 

possible, even the elect. See, I have told you beforehand. 

So, if they say to you, ‘Look, he is in the wilderness,’ do 

not go out. If they say, ‘Look, he is in the inner rooms,’ do 

not believe it.” (Matthew 24:23-26 ESV)  

 Jesus himself said, “But concerning that day and hour 

no one knows, not even the angels of heaven, nor the Son, 

but the Father only.”  (Matthew 24:36 ESV) 

Christian believers desiring and looking for Christ's 

return will be ready when it draws near as Paul said: “For 

you yourselves are fully aware that the day of the Lord will 

come like a thief in the night. While people are saying, 

“There is peace and security,” then sudden destruction will 

come upon them as labor pains come upon a pregnant 

woman, and they will not escape.” (1 Thessalonians 5:2-3 ESV) 

Those who do not believe God’s word and who are not 

living obediently to the Spirit of God will not be ready 

when he comes.  They will be surprised and ashamed 

because many will be living as if there is no God at all.  
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But it will be different for those believers who are 

living obediently, attentive to the Holy Spirit. “But you are 

not in darkness, brothers, for that day to surprise you like a 

thief. For you are all children of light, children of the day. 

We are not of the night or of the darkness.” (I Thessalonians 

5:4-6). Though we may not know the day or the hour of 

Christ’s return, as we live expectantly we will not be 

surprised.  

We believe that we must live as if Jesus could return at 

any time.  We must live understanding that there is not 

necessarily anything left to precede his return except that 

Jesus said, the whole world will hear the Gospel first. “And 

this gospel of the kingdom will be proclaimed throughout 

the whole world as a testimony to all nations, and then the 

end will come.”  (Matthew 24:14 ESV)   Yet, even with this we 

have no way of knowing the specific criteria God is using 

to determine when this has been fulfilled.   
 

When Jesus spoke about His return he gave other 

illustrations indicating that many would not know when he 

would return while at the same time admonishing that one 

should know the signs and be prepared.  An instance of this 

is found in the following passage where he described the 

similarity of the time of his return to the days of Noah:  

“For as were the days of Noah, so will be the coming of the 

Son of Man. For as in those days before the flood they were 

eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until 

the day when Noah entered the ark, and they were unaware 

until the flood came and swept them all away, so will be 

the coming of the Son of Man.”  (Matthew 24:36-39 ESV) 

In this passage as in 1 Thessalonians it was the 

ungodly who were ill prepared when the flood came. The 

godly, Noah and his family were prepared because they had 

believed and followed God’s instruction.   

A helpful explanation for correlating the idea that 

Jesus could return at any time with the idea that there are 

recognizable events that will take place prior to his return is 
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provided by Dr. Douglas Moo. He states that the term 

imminent does not necessarily mean "any moment," but 

rather only that the return of Christ "could take place within 

any limited period of time."
4
  

The main reason for emphasizing the imminent return 

of Jesus is as a motivation for living holy lives and being 

faithful, working at a diligent pace spreading the Gospel. 
 

The Great Tribulation 

The question of the timing and the relationship of the 

church to the Great Tribulation is also frequently asked.  

The Great Tribulation is mentioned in Matthew 24 and is 

described in more detail in the book of the Revelation to 

John.  Specifically the question is, “When will the rapture 

take place?”  There are three views of the timing of this 

event.  Pre-tribulation,  Mid-tribulation, and Late/Post-

tribulation.  The Pre-tribulation has been popular with 

many in the church for several generations.  It teaches that 

the church will be removed (raptured) from the world scene 

prior to God resuming his program for Israel which will 

resume with the beginning of the tribulation marked by 

among other things this rapture of the church. 

The mid-tribulation view believes that Christ followers 

will remain through the first years of the tribulation but at a 

time when judgement begins to come upon the earth, 

Christians will be removed (raptured) since being in Christ 

they are not be subject to judgement.  The post-tribulation 

view is really a misnomer since the view actually states that 

the church will be taken out of the world toward the end of 

the tribulation.  It could also be called the “pre-wrath 

rapture view. 

We Believe Jesus Return is Our Blessed Hope  
The bottom line is that Jesus is going to come for his 

church.  We don’t know when it will be. We don’t even 

                                                             
4
Douglas J. Moo, "The Case for the Post-tribulation Rapture Position," in Three Views on 

the Rapture (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1996), p.208. http://www.pre-trib.org/articles/view/ 
biblical-evidence-for-imminence-of-rapture#_edn4 



9           We Believe Jesus is Coming Back    -     EPAD LTA Intro. To Theology  - 101  2017 

 

P
ag

e1
0

 

have to understand exactly how it is going to happen.  We 

do need to live in a way that is pleasing to Christ whether 

or not he will return a moment from now or a generation 

from now. Our primary motivation for living a life that 

pleases Christ should not be fear but love. “For the grace of 

God has appeared, bringing salvation for all people, train-

ing us to renounce ungodliness and worldly passions, and 

to live self-controlled, upright, and godly lives in the 

present age, waiting for our blessed hope, the appearing of 

the glory of our great God and Savior Jesus Christ.”  (Titus 

2:11-13 ESV)   
 

Conclusion 

“Then the kings of the earth and the great ones and the 

generals and the rich and the powerful, and everyone, slave 

and free, hid themselves in the caves and among the rocks 

of the mountains, calling to the mountains and rocks, “Fall 

on us and hide us from the face of him who is seated on the 

throne, and from the wrath of the Lamb, for the great day of 

their wrath has come, and who can stand?”  (Revelation 6:15-

17 ESV) 

 

“By this is love perfected with us, so that we may have 

confidence for the day of judgment, because as he is so also 

are we in this world. There is no fear in love, but perfect 

love casts out fear. For fear has to do with punishment, and 

whoever fears has not been perfected in love. We love 

because he first loved us. If anyone says, “I love God,” and 

hates his brother, he is a liar; for he who does not love his 

brother whom he has seen cannot love God whom he has 

not seen. And this commandment we have from him: 

whoever loves God must also love his brother.” 

(1 John 4:17-21 ESV)  

 

These materials were created and compiled by Rev. Bruce A. Overstreet, 
D.Min., for training in the C&MA Statement of Faith. 

 


